6161- S

Sponsor (s): Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Swecker, Newhouse, Rasnussen and
Ander son)

Brief Title: Creating a dairy nutrient nmanagenent program

SB 6161-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent to establish an inspection and techni cal
assi stance program for dairy farnms to address the discharge of
pollution to surface and ground waters of the state that will | ead
to water quality conpliance by the industry. A further purpose is
to create a balanced program involving technical assistance,
regul ati on, and enforcenent with coordi nati on and oversight of the
program by a conmttee conposed of industry, agency, and other
representatives. Furthernore, it is the objective of this chapter
to maintain the admnistration of the water quality programas it
relates to dairy operations at the state |evel.

Requi res every dairy producer |icensed under chapter 15.36 RCW
to register with the departnment by Septenmber 1, 1998, and shal
reregister with the departnment by Septenber 1st of every even-
nunber ed year.

Requires, before October 1, 1998, the departnent and
conservation comm ssion to jointly sponsor and hol d an educati onal
wor kshop for conservation districts from around the state. The
pur pose of the workshop is to inform |l ocal conservation districts
about the requirenents of this chapter, and for |ocal conservation
districts, the conservation commssion, and the departnent to
clearly understand their respective roles and responsibilities in
carrying out these requirenents.

Provides that, by OCctober 1, 1998, the departnent shall
initiate an inspection programof all dairy farns in the state.

Decl ares that, except for those producers who already have a
certified dairy nutrient managenent plan as required under the
ternms and conditions of an individual or general national poll utant
di scharge elimnation systempermt, all dairy producers licensed
under chapter 15.36 RCW regardl ess of size, shall prepare a dairy
nutrient rmanagenent plan. If at any tinme a dairy nutrient
managenent plan fails to prevent the discharge of pollutants to
waters of the state, it shall be required to be updated.

Directs the conservation comm ssion to establish four dairy
nutri ent managenent technical assistance teans by June 1, 1998.
The teans shall be geographically |ocated throughout the state.
Each team shall consist of one or nore professional engineers,
| ocal conservation district enployees, and dairy nutrient
managenent experts from Washi ngton State University.

Directs the departnent, in conjunction with the conservation
conmmi ssi on and advi sory and oversight commttee, to report to the
| egi slature by Decenber 1st of each year until 2003, on progress
made in inplementing this act.

Repeal s RCW 90. 64. 005 and 90. 64. 090.



Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6161-S
April 1, 1998
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 8,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6161 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to dairy nutrient managenent;"

SSB 6161 nmakes significant changes in the operation and
regul ation of dairies in the state of Washington. This bill wll
be of great benefit to our water quality and the public’s health.
| comend the dairy industry for its strong support of this bill.

Section 8 of SSB 6161 woul d create a Dairy Nutrient Managenent
Program Advisory and Oversight Comm ttee, consisting of
governnment al and non-governnental nenbers. That commttee would
provide "direction to and oversight of" the dairy nutrient
managenent program Clearly, the state can benefit fromthe advice
and counsel of those who will be nost affected by this bill.
However, the dairy i nspection programis a governnental programand
must be carried out by the Departnent of Ecol ogy, the responsible
governnmental entity. It is inappropriate to give directive and
oversight responsibilities to a non-governnmental body. In
addition, the portion of section 8 that provides for conpensation
of conmttee nenbers contains drafting errors and is defective.

Very clearly, the advisory functions spelled out in section 8
are beneficial to the effective operation of the program Wth
this nessage, | amdirecting the Departnent of Ecol ogy to establish
such a conmttee to performthe advisory functions provided for in
section 8(5).

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 8 of Substitute
Senate Bill No. 6161

Wth the exception of section 8, Substitute Senate Bill No.
6161 i s approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



